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Chapter 1774 did not continue the church in the plenitude of its
___* former powers under a regime which did not even
tolerate Protestantism, but gave it a defined position
which, but for statute, would have been illegal. This
judgement established that Quebec may legislate, if it
pleases, to conform to papal injunctions, but that such
injunctions are not part otherwise of the law of the
province. The position is in a sense vital, because the
province is inhibited from any rash legislation which
might injuriously affect Protestants by the Dominion
power to disallow, but, if the law were capable of auto-
matic change by the Pope, the safeguard for modera-
tion would be gone. The church dominates Quebec life,
and its attitude towards Protestants is not badly re-
vealed in the provincial Act of 1903, which classed
Jews with them in school matters, or the argument of
one judge in the case* arising out of that action, that
Jews were in the same religious category as Pro-
testants, a rather interesting revelation of Christian
charity. Striking also is the Act of 1888, which, to
please the Pope, restored to the Jesuits the property
confiscated on the conquest of Canada, although any
claim to it had long been extinguished either by the
suppression of the order by the Pope in 1773 or the
death of the last member of the Order in Canada in
1800. Strong as was feeling against the measure, the
Do-minion Government was upheld by the Commons
in its refusal to interfere in a decision which was one
for Quebec to make as it pleased.
(4) Sectarian feeling has intervened in politics mainly
through the claims of the church in Quebec to govern
the politics of its adherents. The issue was bitterly
1 Hirsch v. Montreal Protestant School Commrs., [1928] A.C. 200.